Transarterial internal radiation therapy with I-131 Lipiodol for multifocal hepatocellular carcinoma: immediate and long-term results.
Transarterial internal radiation with I-131 Lipiodol (TAIR) was performed in 21 patients with multifocal hepatic carcinoma. Eight patients were treated by TAIR alone and 13 by combination of TAIR and intraarterial infusion of cis-diamminedichloroplatinum (CDDP) and/or adriamycin mitomycin C oil suspension (ADMOS). TAIR was found effective immediately and long-term. Serum alpha-feto-protein (AFP) levels dropped to 50% or less in 7 of 14 patients. Eleven of 21 patients (52%) showed 50% or greater decrease in tumor size. The overall 1-year survival rate was 43% and 67% in patients who received 50 Gy or greater tumor dose. Lipiodol distribution pattern of the tumor indicated some difference in the prognosis between the scattered pattern and solid pattern. The solid pattern showed a statistically significant better survival rate. Patients treated with TAIR alone versus those treated with TAIR and chemotherapy showed no difference in their survival rate.